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CONTINENCE AIDS PROGRAM 
Petition 

MRS J. HUGHES (Kingsley) [3.08 pm]:  I present the following petition - 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 
We, the undersigned, say that children with disabilities and health conditions, adults of working age 
with disabilities and health conditions, and seniors are disadvantaged by the absence of a Western 
Australian Continence Aids Programme.   
The eligibility for the Commonwealth Continence Aids Assistance Scheme excludes many people in 
need and the level of subsidy is insufficient to meet the needs of many working age adults with 
disabilities.   
My name is Trudi Clough and I am the mother of Michelle Clough who is 17 years old.  Michelle has 
Autism and an intellectual disability.  Until last year Michelle received limited funding for continence 
aids through Lotterywest supported Incontinence Pad Scheme. 
Michelle now receives limited financial support through the Commonwealth Continence Aids 
Assistance Scheme.  Both the schemes are inadequate in meeting the needs of children and adults with 
disabilities as funding is capped.  They fail to meet the costs of this basic health need. 
While I am in the fortunate position of being able to support Michelle in this regard I am well aware of 
the cost burden it places on families who do not have the same financial advantages.  Families and 
people receiving the Disability Support Pension struggle to meet the extra burden placed on them by the 
inadequacy of these schemes.  Families in this situation need and deserve greater support. 
Now we ask the Legislative Assembly to ensure that Western Australia joins every other State and 
Territory in Australia and implements a means tested Continence Aid Programme for West Australians 
of all ages and abilities. 

The petition bears two signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the Legislative 
Assembly. 

[See petition 99.] 

Petition 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [3.09 pm]:  I present the following petition - 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, say that children with disabilities and health conditions, adults of working age 
with disabilities and health conditions, and seniors are disadvantaged by the absence of a Western 
Australian Continence Aids Programme. 

The eligibility for the Commonwealth Continence Aids Assistance Scheme excludes many people in 
need and the level of subsidy is insufficient to meet the needs of many working age adults with 
disabilities. 

My name is Livia Casella and I am the mother of Luis who is 18 years old.  Luis has severe physical 
and intellectual disabilities.  With incredible difficulty, being a single mother with major health 
problems, I have to spend a minimum $1,400 a year extra to purchase the necessary nappies to cover 
this basic health need. 
Now we ask the Legislative Assembly to ensure that Western Australia joins every other State and 
Territory in Australia and implements a means tested Continence Aids Programme for West Australians 
of all ages and abilities. 
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest consideration and your 
petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

The petition bears one signature and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the Legislative Assembly. 

[See petition 100.] 
 


